GENEEAL MENTAL SUBNOEMALITY     197

fore, be constantly protected and in many instances
permanently segregated. A few are included who grade
quite low on the Binet scale and hence would be regarded
by some as definitely feeble-minded. However, they give
evidence of special abilities of such social significance that
there is a strong possibility of successful adjustment to
conditions outside an institution. With the emphasis that
is now placed on the social definition of the term feeble-
minded, many of these individuals could not be com-
mitted to a State institution for mental defectives. Their
greatest happiness and society's best interests can be most
largely conserved by discovering the tasks for which such
persons are best fitted and by directing educational and
vocational efforts accordingly.

The belief seems quite general that all mental defectives
are best fitted for handwork, that their main training
should be in the sensory arid perceptual fields. A certain
amount of the three R's is added to this in the case of
those who seem capable of grasping such subjects. What
the author would here maintain is that for high grade
defectives it is necessary to undertake psychological studies
that are intensive, in order to find any special abilities
which may exist, since even among defectives capacities
are often uneven.

We know from actual experience that not all feeble-
minded are adapted to education on the motor side. In
illustration, the following instance is cited.

Case 39. A boy of 13 years was graded according to
Binet as 7f years mentally. He was unable to reply to
any common-sense questions; memory span for numerals
presented either auditorily or visually was distinctly low
(four and five numerals respectively). He could not
reproduce with any semblance of correctness a passage
read to him which contained twelve ideas; his power of
association for arbitrary symbols was exceedingly poor;